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DIRECTOR’S CORNER

The Alberta Good Sam Organization had
a great year of growth. New members
have joined and our chapters have grown
in size. With the multitude of camp-outs
and get-togethers we have enjoyed the
camaraderie of our Good Sam Families.
As we go forward with a positive attitude
our next year will reap many benefits for
our Good Sam Organization. We promote
philanthropy, volunteerism and community
camaraderie.
Our events for this year have been very
successful and well attended. There are
great organizational skills within our
chapter members who volunteer for each
event. We are fortunate to have a
beautiful Province and facilities to host our
Samborees and camp-outs.
In our travels as Provincial Director we
have made many new friends and seen
more of this great Province, it is
unbelievable the beautiful landscape,
parks and campgrounds that are available
for our use and tours.

Marino and I would like to thank our fellow
Directors from out of Province for attending
our Samboree in Irvine, Alberta. The
support and fellowship is appreciated.
July 10-14 we attended the Montana State
Samboree in Butte Montana.The Montana
Folk Festival was also the same week. It
was a great event and we renewed our
friendship with our Montana Good Sam
Family. Alberta brought home the bean bag
baseball trophy for the third year thanks to
Art & Sonia Sainsbury.
We hope you will join us for our Alberta
Provincial Fall Meeting and Mini Samboree
September 5-8, 2013, at Acme Community
Centre, Acme, Alberta.
Wherever your travel takes you, share the
road with your fellow travelers and give aid
to others when needed. Treat others with
respect as you never know who it may be.
Respectfully submitted by
Jean & Marino Rapuano
Provincial Directors
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YOUR NEWSLETTER
EDITOR’S COMMENTS
Just a few notes to those submitting Chapter news
articles or any other item:
• Typed reports are best. For those who don’t type,
handwritten reports are welcome, however they must
be legible so I can type them up correctly for our
readers.
• E-mail your articles to: brendad1@shaw.ca
• Or mail to:
Brenda Doucet
7819 - 141 Ave NW
Edmonton, AB T5C 2N4
(780.475.2412)
• Thanks to all the Chapters that have submitted
articles, but as soon as this newsletter goes to print I
will be looking for info for the next one! So … please
keep the news coming.

Brenda
IMPORTANT 2014 DATES
April 26 Spring Meeting, Golden Circle Senior
Centre, Red Deer AB
June 18-22 AB Provincial Samboree
Sept 11-14 AB Fall Meeting & Mini Samboree

WEBSITE
Please note that Wilma Hunter is our new webmaster.
If you have any website submissions or would like to see
something on the website, please contact Wilma at:

abgsweb@gmail.com
VISIT OUR NEW PROVINCIAL
WEBSITE AT
www.rvalberta.ca
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IN MEMORIAM
Departed Members in 2013
Gas City Good Sams

Clarence Robinson

Jan. 6, 2013

Calgary Pioneers Chapter #1 Don Diehl

Jan. 11, 2013

Rose City Good Sams

Jan. 22, 2013

Shirley McEachern

Calgary Pioneers Chapter #1 Shirley Exelby

Feb. 18, 2013

Calgary Pioneers Chapter #1 Marge Clay

Feb. 19, 2013

Sherwood Forest Samers

Harley (Bud) King

March 24, 2013

Bow Valley Good Sams

Ivy Cooper

April 9, 2013

Pincher Mountaineers

Les Duffield

April 29, 2013

Gas City Good Sams

Joe Gugyelka

May 18, 2013

Every day, in some small way,
Memories of you come our way.
Though absent, you are ever near,
Still missed, still loved, and ever dear.
They who think that you are gone,
Because no more your face they see,
Are wrong, for in our hearts you live
And always will in memory.
Memories in our hearts today
Mean more than words can ever say.

Editor’s Note re: IN MEMORIAM
Please submit all your IN MEMORIAM names to Agnes Bushey, our
Historian, for the history books. Thank you for your attention to this
important matter.
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2013 Alberta Samboree - Irvine, AB
It's hard to believe that a year has come and gone since we met in Tofield, and another Provincial
Samboree is finished. This year we travelled to the southeastern tip of Alberta, to Irvine; a
delightful small community. The Sportplex facility had held our Samboree before and again the
facilities proved very good for our gathering.
186 rigs joined together and we were blessed by good weather, dry ground, and even some
friendly local creatures which added an element of caution when walking in the fields. We were
honoured to have the Regional Directors from Oregon, and Provincial Directors from Manitoba
and Saskatchewan gather with us. In addition, we had many members from outside Alberta and
as far away as New Mexico.
A year ago, the six Southern chapters came together to plan and host the Samboree and what a
success. Where else can you go for $120 and receive five days of camping, the exceptional
entertainment, tours, fun games, seminars, socials, hospitality and the camaraderie with your
fellow Good Samers. The Samboree opened, Wednesday night, with the Official Ceremonies.
Participants were kept busy for the next four days, starting daily with Walter's renowned porridge
breakfast, then moving into seminars, golf, games, jam session, the ice cream and men's and
ladies’ socials. The tours proved to be such a success the committee scrambled to add a second
bus tour to the winery in Saskatchewan. The local hotel had a very successful steak night with
three sittings and close to 250 served. 60+ first time participants had registered and we hope
they will return in 2014. Sunday morning we enjoyed the church service, pancake breakfast, and
then it was time to say our good-byes. Proceeds from the church service and the unopened
packaged cookies were donated to less fortunate families in Irvine.
While we were enjoying the Samboree events, with minimal worries and insignificant
inconveniences, a large portion of Alberta communities and its inhabitants were losing their
homes and livelihood. Looking back, our setbacks seem so trivial in relation to what these other
folks were enduring. It brings to mind a portion of the Good Sam Pledge, "give aid to others in
need ...treat others with dignity and respect, and wear a smile."
The host committee, the two co-chairmen, and your Provincial Directors (Jean and Marino) want
to thank each of you for attending and we hope you will spread the good news of The Good Sam
Club and our Samborees.
Respectively submitted
Your 2013 Samboree Committee
Well it has been five years of Oatmeal Mornings at the Provincial Samborees. We seem to have
hit on a good idea for morning get-togethers. People come early and stay to visit. This year we
had 253 people visit for morning breakfast over the three days. It was just six years ago the idea
was floated to have something in the mornings so people could get together. The first year we
had less than 175 over the three days. I would like to see it carried on in the future and am
asking for someone to take it over. It takes five people to run it smoothly. I always had lots of
help. It raised over $300 this year for the Samboree and with budgets getting tighter it is a
worthwhile contribution to the income of the Samboree.
I would like to thank all the people who helped over the past five years. Thank you Joyce
Holmberg for the tip of putting a timer on the coffee urns so it is ready when you arrive in the
morning. 15 kilograms of oatmeal, 7 gallons of milk, three kilograms of sugar and over 200 juice
and yogurt were consumed.
Walter Bassani
Peace Hills Good Sam Chapter
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2013 ALBERTA SAMBOREE - IRVINE AB
CENTURY AWARDS
10 SAMBOREES: Bob & Betty Collier,
Dave & Rena Walters, Val Hopkins,
Art & Sonia Sainsbury, Gerry & Jessie
Duckering, Wayne & Charlotte MacKay,
Bill & Wendy Roberts, Bill & Jean
Ehrmantraut
20 SAMBOREES: Marino & Jean Rapuano
30 SAMBOREES: Pete & Gladys Hansen
60 SAMBOREES: John & Esther Crabtree

John & Esther Crabtree proudly display their
Century Award for attending 60 Samborees.
Congratulations John & Esther!

Century patches were presented at the
2013 Samboree

ANNIVERSARY AWARDS
Parkland Jays - 15th Anniversary 2012
Calgary Wild Rose - 35th Anniversary

Rose City - 35th Anniversary 2013
Bridgetowners - 35th Anniversary

Certificates were presented to the Chapter Presidents at the 2013 Samboree.

GAMES WINNERS

Bean Bag Toss Winners
1st Place - Georgette Lafreniere, Len Kaplan
2nd Place - Francis Bosse, Sandra Haines

Crib Winners
Ladies 1st Place - Judy Navcot
Ladies 2nd Place - Marilyn Keen
Ladies 3rd Place - Shari Bourgeois
Mens 1st Place - Bill Bradley
Mens 2nd Place - Joseph Keen
Mens 3rd Place - Emil Nelsen

Bean Bag Baseball Winners
1st Place - Jean Dikeman, Andy Ouellette, George Dikeman, Sandra Haines,
Audrey Faucher, Georgette Lafreniere, Denise Palinka
2nd Place - Joe Kung, Dorothy Walton, Duane Gerber, Jerry Busch, Evelyn Scott
Sonia Sainsbury, Minie Mikinno, Jim Creasser, Barry Kinno.

Golf

- No Winners names submitted
A big Thank You to all those who ran these games.
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Article from the Medicine Hat News
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WETASKIWIN PEACE HILLS GOOD SAMS
20th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION MAY 7, 2013
T

The Wetaskiwin Peace Hills Good Sams Charter was presented in the spring of 1993 by
Canadian Sambassador Mr. Bud Beaton.
We began with 47 charter members. Eighteen of the original members were able to
attend the celebration along with current members and friends. President Lorne Hagstrom
welcomed everyone to the afternoon and entertained us with some of his humorous
stories.
Past President John Crabtree was MC for the occasion and introduced Jerry & Sharon
Busch, the new Northern Alberta Assistant Director, who brought greetings and
congratulations on our 20 year milestone. Wagon Master Lloyd Johnson brought us up to
date on our summer travel plans and Samboree dates.
Highlights and entertainment for the afternoon was Mr. Ken Grambo with his funny stories,
jokes and also inspirational singing of his own songs and gospel music. The party ended
with a delicious dinner catered by the women of the Moose Hall for 90 people.
Presently we have 22 rigs in our chapter. We meet on the first Tuesday of each month
(except December), and Breakfast (Coffee Klatch) on the third Tuesday of each month at
the Runway Lunch Restaurant.
Submitted by Esther Rix
Charter Members of Peace Hills Good Sams present for our 20th Anniversary
Standing, L to R: Rene Bergh, Edla McLaine Pont, Kay Bergh, Walter Pohl, Harry Rix, Cliff
Holt, Ardiste Falk, Don Windiate, Elvira Engbloom, Pete Hanson, Joyce Bussard, Dewey Holt.
Seated, L to R: Cees McLaine Pont, Frieda Pohl, Esther Rix, Jean Windiate, Gladys Hanson,
Eunice Holt.
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WHITECOURT WANDERERS
First of all I want to say a BIG Thank You to all the supporters of the Relay for Life. I
raised $635.00, our team Oui-Can raised $1,893.00. (See photo below) The rally in
Grande Prairie raised $493,556.00. Again, thank you for all the support I received from
our Chapter and all the other people who helped me.
Whitecourt Wanderers are having a really good time at all the campouts that our Wagon
Master Ray Soper has arranged for us. We will be heading to Groat Creek for quading,
Gregg River for quading, Elvis concert, Barrhead to Brian & Vickie's acreage, Acme, and
then to a music festival in Whitecourt.
We are desperately looking for new members and would like to interest anybody to join
us. So if anyone knows someone please give them my name. Thank You
My husband Jeff and I moved into our fifth wheel in June 2012 and lived in it all winter.
What a learning experience that was! When we figured out what we were doing then it
was great. I love the fact that my housework has been cut down to about a half hour a
day instead of two days.
Submitted by Darlene Ouimet, President

RELAY FOR LIFE CANCER WALK JUN 2013

Back row, L to R: Darcy Wereley, Morgan Wereley
Front row, L to R: Dawn Ouimet ,Erin Ouimet, Trudy Ouimet, Shantel Ouimet, Crystal Leger,
Toni Power, Darlene Ouimet, Joffre Ouimet, Rod Power, Teddy Power, Diane Wereley.
Team members missing from photo: Karle Ouimet, Kevan Ouimet, Jean Ouimet, Roxanne
Ouimet, Shaylene Ouimet, Kris Smidkt, Andrew Bucket, Doreen Ouimet, Mandy and Dominic.
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Dino Trail-ers Chapter - Brooks, AB

Chapter members at Irvine

Well it's hard to believe that it
has been one year since our
Chapter was chartered. We
got off the ground with 14 rigs
(28 people) as chartered
members. Last year we held
two campouts and had winter
month coffee parties as well as
a Christmas party attended by
Jean and Marino. One
individual joined as an
additional family member of
existing members. Three rigs
from our Chapter attended the
Provincial Samboree in Tofield
and one rig went to St. Paul for

the Fall Mini Samboree.
Jean came knocking, requesting that Abe Wolvers and I co-chair the Samboree in Irvine.
Having jumped in with both feet and with the strong support of the other Southern
Chapters the event took shape and was very successful with more than 180 rigs in
attendance.
By the time of the Samboree, our chapter had grown to 20 rigs with 14 of them registered
for the Samboree. While at the Samboree, we picked up another three rigs from
"Members At Large" who were attending the function. We were tasked with hosting the
Men's and Ladies Social and we decided to go with a "Black and White" theme with the
men wearing any type of bow tie. All the Chapters really got into this and we feel it was a
great success. It sure seemed that individuals were having a great time.
By the time of writing this article, we have had two campouts, one just this last week-end
and attended by Sam and Blanche Frame, Assistant Provincial Directors for Alberta
South. They sure were a welcome addition and brought many great ideas from their
home chapter. And yes, we picked up another rig for our chapter so now we sit at 24 rigs
and 49 people. Our next campout is scheduled for the week-end after the Acme Fall Mini
Samboree.
Thanks to our Vice Chairman, Paul Blais, we are looking at a highway clean-up as an
annual community event for our Chapter. Also we have started a 50-50 draw at our gettogethers with net proceeds going to a charity of choice selected at the year-end event.
Of course we are always looking for new members and as always we wish each of you
good and safe travels.
Lee Hunter
President Dino Trail-ers
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ROSE CITY’S EARLIEST YEARS
The Rose City Chapter was recently honoured with a certificate congratulating us for 35 years
as a chapter. Since Lois and I currently have the longest continuing membership in our chapter, I
am sharing some of my memories of the earliest years.
Lois, Melody, Scott and I, along with my parents, joined Rose City Good Samers in the last
months of 1978. Almost all of the Charter Members who were involved in forming the chapter
earlier that year had been along on the annual weekend tours (called “Cavalcades”) sponsored
for some years by the Battle River Tourist Association, headquartered in Camrose. A retired
farmer and his wife had moved to Camrose after farming in the Killam area and they served as
Wagonmasters for these 50 to 80-rig Cavalcades. They encouraged a group of interested
neighbours to form a local Good Sam chapter and later served as our Wagonmasters for a
number of years. Those who had CB radios got great fun out of listening in on the
communications, however ‘fuzzy’, between the Wagonmaster and the “Tailman” as the driver of
the last rig was named in those days.
At the time of our joining, members of the chapter included a trucker and his wife (a secretary)
and their two young boys; a school janitor and his wife (a seamstress); a young couple who
worked in Camrose; two retired farmers and their wives; a retired railroad worker and his wife;
and a retired mechanic and his wife. Meetings were held in the homes of members and, at that
time, one of our most significant activities involved getting everyone measured up for our bright
red vests. It was a blessing to have a seamstress in the group and she, along with the other
ladies made sure all the members including the four kids had well-fitted vests. I recollect how
proud we and our two kids were to wear them to meetings and other events and especially at
times when we got our photos taken.
Travels usually took us to points not too far from Camrose and we always went on weekends
to accommodate those who worked. It wasn’t until many years later when retirees far
outnumbered those who still worked that a few weekday campouts were planned and eventually
only weekday campouts were scheduled. One of the longer trips in the early years was to
Montana (Butte, I believe) to find out what happened at a Samboree. Since we had to be at work
at that time we did not go. When the ones who had attended came back, the rest of us listened
intently as they described what went on at that Samboree and then we all wanted to have the
“Samboree Experience”!
The first Samboree our family attended with members of Rose City was hosted by the Calgary
Chapter(s). I well remember the “Pioneers” who also wore red vests and somehow I thought that
soon everyone in Alberta Good Sam would be wearing a red vest. The event was held on rolling
property owned by a northwest Calgary Community Centre. When we arrived there were already
six or eight rigs parked so we asked if “this was the place” and they said “Yes.” Then we asked
about parking and they said “Just pick a spot anywhere!” We all tried to find a spot where the
trailer wouldn’t roll downhill or be at a ‘wild angle’. This certainly seems “RELAXED” when
compared with today’s Samborees, doesn’t it? When the hall was checked some of the folks
already parked said it was rather dirty and nothing was ready for coffee. Well, this didn’t sit well
with some of our members who were of Scandinavian stock, so a couple of our ladies rallied
Rose City members to get the coffee on, set up and clean the tables and chairs, and get some
goodies down there right away. After some time, the persons responsible for preparations,
registrations and parking arrived and asked, “Who did all of this?”
In the earlier years, it was the custom to schedule the Alberta Samboree in early July prior to
the Calgary Stampede. As time passed, personnel from the Good Sam Headquarters insisted
that Alberta and others in Canada “fall in line” with their preferred schedules. After the Calgary
Samboree experience and with more members in the chapter, Rose City offered to host a
Samboree which was held at the old fairgrounds in Camrose. This location was ideal with lots of
(Cont’d on p. 11)
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ROSE CITY’S EARLIEST YEARS (Cont’d from p. 10)
gravelled and grassed areas for parking, the curling rink and its rotunda nearby for activities and
a variety of things to show our guests while on tours in and around Camrose. Local entertainers
were invited to perform (usually for a small honorarium or free), chapter members provided some
of the entertainment and the ever-so-popular skits put on by the various chapters in attendance
had most of us holding our stomachs in laughter. These skits continued in the eighties but lack of
participation by chapters eventually caused their cancellation. At this first Samboree hosted by
Rose City our members prepared the food for the banquet and served it. What fun we had as we
chopped cabbage and carrots for 5-gallon pails of cole slaw, prepared and made the other items
for the banquet and ensured that all the bowls and pans were full as long lines of people filled
their plates. These weekend Samborees were lots of work but they helped to build strong
relationships and trust among our chapter members. At a later Samboree held in Camrose our
president, who had worked very hard to plan and organize the event, passed away not long
before it was held. The rest of our members worked extra hard to make sure that the Samboree
was the “best ever” in his honour.
Our chapter continued to grow until it reached 53 rigs in the late 1990’s. As members became
unable to travel or passed away our numbers fell to 14 rigs. That seems to have stabilized and
now we have 16 active member rigs. We still enjoy each other’s company, we go camping
together and “Yes” we still go to Samborees together even though they are bigger and more
‘organized’ than those we attended or hosted in the early years! For Lois and I and our daughter
Melody we have many “Precious Memories” of the time spent with our fellow-members of Rose
City.

Prepared by Merle Stover, Vice-President, Rose City Good Samers
August 2013

Bowl of Fruit
There is nothing better than a bowl of fresh fruit. You can admire
the individual items and how they come together to make a
delightful arrangement and how they satisfy your palate. The bowl
can bring color and warmth to your home. However, should one
piece of fruit in the bottom of the bowl sour and begin to rot, unless
it is removed from the bowl, it will begin to affect the other fruit
around it and cause these to turn sour and begin to rot. Without
attention and due diligence the whole bowl will soon become
affected.
The "Bowl of Fruit" is symbolic of our Good Sam Organization. We have many Chapters
(individual pieces) which enjoy the RV lifestyle and true meaning of The Good Sam Club. When
these are joined together (the bowl) we can revel in the fun, camaraderie , social events and
many other good times, as well as being supportive of the Good Samaritan ideology.
But should one piece turn sour it can affect the positive strength of the overall group. Like the
bowl of fruit we cannot allow this one to turn the collective group into a destructive and
dysfunctional organization.
Is it time for all of us to relook at the Good Sam Pledge and consider our actions?
Lee Hunter

Let us love and cherish old age,
for it is full of pleasure, if you know how to use it!
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HAYING IN THE 30’s Cancer Support Society
Founded in 1999, by Edgar & Cecile Corbiere,
this is a little 30’s style village in Mallaig, AB
made up of features such as a Barber Shop,
Saloon, Trapper’s Cabin, Creamery, Farm House,
Church, School, Blacksmith Shop and many more
attractions. The goal is to help cancer victims
undergoing treatment financially, to aid with the
cost of transportation, lodging, fuel costs, etc.
The facility is open every year on the August long
weekend, drawing hundreds of campers and
thousands of people. In the past Parkland Jays
and other Northern AB chapters have attended
the Haying in the 30’s event, but this year
Parkland Jays, assisted by members from
Sherwood Forest, provided over 250 volunteer
hours to help make this a successful venture.
There are no admission or camping fees. No
charge for food (hot dogs & hamburgers
provided for lunch Sat & Sun, roast beef meal
Sat night, pancake breakfast Sun) - just donate
what you think the day or weekend was worth
to you. In 2009, $3,500. was raised; in 2013,
over $208,500. raised for this worthy cause.

GOOD SAM PLEDGE
As a member of the Good Sam Club I pledge to give aid to others in need, respect nature
and the environment, give back to the community and those less fortunate, treat others
with dignity and respect, to wear a smile (like Good Sam and Good Samantha), and to
promote the pledge of the Good Sam Club to others.
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